
 

 

On-Site Activity                                                                     High School                     
 

Starr Family Homestead 
In these suggested activities, students will examine material culture, artifacts, and historic documents to explore 

the Starr family successes in business, land development, and community engagement.  

 

 

Maplecroft House Tour 

 

During the tour, highlight house appointments, artifacts, and other material culture that give clues to the quality 

of life of Starr family members. Examples might include indoor plumbing, gas lighting, wood stoves, hand-

painted portraits, furniture, books, etc.  

 

When touring the rooms of the governess and the cook’s quarters, ask students to compare and contrast these 

rooms with the Starr family rooms, including appointments, artifacts, and other material culture.  

 

Questions to ask might include: 

 

• How do the Starr family rooms and the artifacts reflect this family’s standing in the community? 

• What can you learn about the Starr family from their possessions? 

• How do the artifacts tell you about the daily lives of both the family members and the house staff? 

• What similarities do you find in both the family rooms and the staff rooms? What differences? How do 

those tell you about the daily lives of the family and staff? 

 

 

Outdoor Activity: Exploring Lot 52 

 

Distribute the 1899 historic map and the description and map from the 1979 Starr House National Register 

Nomination form. Have students work in pairs or small groups to walk the site grounds looking for differences 

and similarities among the historic resources and the current site. Gather students together at the end of the 

activity to discuss their findings of how the site evolved from its establishment to today. Have them provide 

specific examples of how the Starr homestead has changed over time.   



 

 

 

Blake House Activity: Primary Source Comparison 

 

Distribute the Starr family letters and the graphic organizer. Preview the letters including any dates, 

locations, and people. Explain that these are transcriptions of handwritten letters. Have students work 

individually or in pairs to complete the graphic organizer. After completion, have students share their responses.  

 

 

Primary Source Letters 

 

June 12, 1869: letter from Frank Starr to father-in-law George Clapp regarding hiring a bookkeeper/clerk 

May 12, 1872: letter from Frank Starr to E. J. Frye, regarding an office job 

January 17, 1873: letter from Frank Starr to Grandmother Clapp regarding a new cook, Mattie 

June 4, 1889: letter from Frank Starr to Miss Stone regarding a governess position 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Activity Resource: June 12, 1869 Letter 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Activity Resource: May 12, 1872 Letter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Activity Resource: January 17, 1873 Letter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Activity Resource: June 4, 1889 Letter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Help Wanted 
Use the primary source letters to complete the graphic organizer. 

 

 

Information June 12, 1869 May 12, 1872 January 17, 1873 June 4, 1889 

Describe the position 

for hire.  
 

 

 

   

What is the pay?  

 

 

   

What challenges are 

indicated in the letter? 
 

 

 

   

What decision or 

outcome does the 

letter indicate, if any? 

 

 

 

   

 


